
Boulevard (Hull) 
 

 

The Boulevard Stadium in Kingston-Upon-Hull had an Airlie Street entrance between Carrington Street and 
Glasgow Street. 
Managed by the Associated Greyhound Racecourses Ltd the track opened on 2nd July 1927. It was the home of 
Hull City FC when the greyhounds moved in and also hosted important rugby league matches. 
 
The track was one soon to be one of three greyhound stadiums operating in Hull after two more followed in the 
Boulevard’s footsteps. Within a year the Craven Park stadium opened and in 1934 the Craven Street track opened 
but the latter was short lived. 
 
The football team moved out after finding a new home at Boothferry Park in August 1947 and the greyhound 
racing soon followed after coming to an end on 11th December 1948. Despite the Boulevard Stadium being 
considerably bigger than Craven Park the difference in popularity and tote turnover was significant. 
In 1947 the tote turnover of Craven Park was £578,628 compared to the Boulevard’s paltry £23,263.  The year 
previous taking advantage of limited activities following the end of the war Craven Park had surpassed the £1 
million mark, a figure that the Boulevard could only dream off. 
 
The stadium was left with just one tenant and remained the home of Hull FC better known as just Hull (the rugby 
league team); speedway arrived in 1970 and hosted the Hull Vikings until 1981.  
 
As the years passed the ground became in need of investment that was not forthcoming, the ground had three 
stands and the most popular one the ‘Threepenny Stand’ (named after the original entry fee) closed in 1985 for 
safety reasons. 
 
In 2003 Hull FC found a new ground at the KC Stadium joining up with the football team. However just as the 
stadium looked doomed greyhound racing returned to save the day. The greyhound operation had just finished at 
the New Craven Park and transferred to the Boulevard.  
 
The track was quickly constructed with a circumference of 387 metres and distances of 270, 460, 655 and 845 
metres. 
Action got underway in December 2003 with Friday and Saturday night racing under the supervision of Racing 
Manager David Gray and General Manager Gary Ince the same team that was in charge at the New Craven Park. 
 
After the council refused to extend the greyhound racing lease the stadium remained unused until 25

th
 October 

2007 when it re-opened again. Racing changed to Thursday and Saturday nights and the respected Mick Smith 
was brought in as Racing Manager. This was to prove a short stay of execution because on 27th June 2009 the 
stadium closed for good. The council has since announced that it will be demolished due to safety reasons despite 
efforts from Hull FC to use it as a training ground. 
 
It will be interesting to see the bookmaker’s odds on the site turning into housing or Tesco in the near future rather 
than a leisure area for the locals!   
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Selected Track Records 
 
 

Distance Name Time Date Notes 

270m Top Matt 16.92 06.12.2003  

 Killavarrig Ruby 16.53 29.10.2004  

 Centenarys Pass 16.37 21.11.2004  

 Ballymac Charley 16.36 22.12.2007  

 Bradford Lad 16.35 04.10.2008  

460m Hesley Nikita 29.06 27.12.2003  

 Pamelas Nikita 29.03 27.12.2003  

 Thorsman  28.87 17.01.2004  

 Malton Merlin  28.75 14.02.2004  

 Pamelas Pride  28.51 28.02.2004  

 Quiet Chant 28.46 24.04.2004  

 Parkview Dot 28.38 27.12.2004  

 Zero to Hero 28.28 10.09.2005  

 Rushmoor Major  28.27 03.11.2007  

 Stevens Court  28.15 22.12.2007  

 Linfit Robert  28.02 22.12.2007  

 Tango Star 28.02 02.02.2008  

 Rossacredibility 27.85 09.02.2008  

655m Split the Pack  41.06 30.05.2004  

845m Tipp the Breeze  55.30 10.11.2007  
 
+ Date when record was held, not necessarily the year it was set. 
 
 
 
 

Selected Totalisator Turnover 
 
 

Year Boulevard 
Turnover £ 

Craven Park 
Turnover £ 

1947 23,363 578,628 

1948 125,285 381,145 
 

 

http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=428351
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=886756
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=566101
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=1139711
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=1465452
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=761143
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=454299
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=566738
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=454021
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=619905
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=621139
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=906066
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=1089486
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=1297954
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=1323239
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=1434893
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=1364090
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=1370386
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=884232
http://www.greyhound-data.com/d?i=1337095

